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Qualify vehicles; economy and compact cars, 
intermediate and four-wheel drives with air conditioning. 
Attractive daily & weekly rates. 

Free hotel pick up & drop off. 

Courteous on-time service. 

Offices at: 

5:00 am ta 11:00 pm 
Hum: 8:00 am to 8:00 pm 
8:00 am to 6:00 pm 


>0 • Fax. 582-7212 


E-mail: budgetary ba@setarnet.aw - www.budgetaruba.com 


"AN INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED BUDGET SYSTEM LICENSEE" 


HAVANA: Dutch national Tanja Nijmeijer, member of 
Colombia's FARC-EP left-wing guerrillas, pose by a Che 
Guevara sculpture at Revolution Square in Havana, on 
November 15, 2012. Nijmeijer is in Cuba as part of the 
FARC delegation to the peace talks with the Colombian 
government, aimed at ending Latin America's longest- 
running insurgency, that will restart Monday. (AFP) 




Urirama Residents taking their 
case to court 


ORANJESTAD - After 
carefully studying the pre¬ 
liminary report and the 
final report of the MER 
Commission and after lis¬ 
tening to the different un¬ 
founded declarations of the 
government of Aruba and 
of Aruban Parliamentari¬ 
ans; the commission repre¬ 
senting the Affected 
Urirama Residents has de¬ 
clared the following: 

The Affected Uri¬ 
rama Residents brought ex¬ 
perts from abroad to 
explore the details of the 
effect on human health by 
the wind turbines project. 
However, rather than give 
an ear to the scientific 
proof presented, the gov¬ 
ernment instead has chosen 
to present unfounded attacks 
on the experts in question. 

Ironically, the govern¬ 
ment of Aruba thought it well 
to bring down a Harvard pro¬ 
fessional to speak at the Green 
Conference and speak in favor 
of and to sell their wind turbine 
project, but when another pro¬ 
fessional, also associated with 
the Harvard University, ex¬ 
plained his study that was 
peer-reviewed which con¬ 
cluded that there would be dire 
consequences for the health of 
humans, they were quick to 
ridicule and label this profes¬ 
sional as being impartial. 
While, it is no secret that this 
very professional’s pioneer 
study has drawn the attention 
of the international commu¬ 
nity. 

We cannot judge the 
proof or information presented 
in the Dr. Nissenbaum and 
Robert Rand report subjec¬ 
tively. If we want scientific 
proof, we must let science 
judge science, and that is what 
was done with the Dr. Nis¬ 
senbaum study. For all clarity, 
we must declare that the MER 
report is NOT a scientific re¬ 
port, it is a report presented by 
the owners of the project.. .and 
that makes it nothing more 
than a partial report! 

It is so sad to hear our 



government officials, in their 
attempt to discredit the scien¬ 
tific study, compare the sound 
of an Industrial wind turbine 
with the sound of a window air 
conditioner unit. And, to hear 
government officials refer to 
residents of Noord as elites! 

How sad that the resi¬ 
dents of Noord did not deserve 
a real and profound study 
about the health concern. To 
cite the MER Commission re¬ 
port: ... “in view of the short 
advice period and the budget¬ 
ary limitations it was impossi¬ 
ble to present a proper report 
specific to the location, the sit¬ 
uation and with concrete indi¬ 
cators.” 

How sad that for a 


matter so important which 
has ramifications for 3000 
persons, that the Aruba 
Parliament could not have 
allocated a realistic 
budget, nor the time re¬ 
quired to do a profound 
scientific study. The man¬ 
ner in which our govern¬ 
ment handled this lacks all 
sense of sincerity or seri¬ 
ousness. 

- A careful review of 
the Commission MER re¬ 
port reveals that they are 
alerting the government of 
Aruba and the Aruba Par¬ 
liament, that even if they 
were to comply with the 
norms of Holland, this 
would have serious conse¬ 
quences for the health of 
people. 

In view of the fact that the 
developer is pressing forward 
with construction work with¬ 
out any of the required legal 
permits, and that with the 
blessing of the government, 
and in view of the fact that Par¬ 
liament appears to have no in¬ 
tention of calling a public 
meeting to address this matter; 
we are left with no other option 
than to take the matter to court 
to try and protect the general 
interest of the people of Aruba. 

We appeal to the people of 
Aruba and in particular the res¬ 
idents of Noord to be on the 
alert for our next urgent meet¬ 
ing. We can be reached by tele¬ 
phone 630-1879 or by email: 
uriramano@gmail.com. 



*W6.e?t€ Swttf Gttv & 

COOL CASINO 
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FREE promotion ticket 

This Voucher will be exchanged 
for $10 promotional 
slot ticket at the Host desk 
"For Weiv Member Only” 



Located within the RIU PALACE HOTEL 
I.E. Irausquin BLVD.79 Palm Beach - PH.297.5280993, ext. 981 
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Open Daily 8pm -1 Oish 
Breakfast 8am tot 2pm 
Lunch/Dinner 12pm -10ish 
phone number $86-3904 

NOW Serving 
Breakfast 
lunch and dinner 
seven days 
a week, 

delivery in hotel area 


-All you can eat 
pancakes £• coffee 
$6.99 

- 2Fgg$, Toast 
With Free coffee 
*449 



Free Coffee 
Unlimited 
Refills with 
any 



THE VILLAGE PLAZA 
(behind Senor Frog's) 


R Burgers Aruba 


delivery in noiei dred * ^ p • 6 k k 

r orders over * 3Or breakfast entree! BlirgerS, FrieS.. A More! 



Customs Department to 
stay open every Saturday 
for the Christmas Season 


ORANJESTAD - The De¬ 
partment of Customs and Ex¬ 
cise announces to that due to 
many complaints of delays 
from businesses in clearing 
their merchandise during the 
holiday season, the Acting 
Head of the department, 
Stephen Maduro, has made a 
written request to the Minister 
of Finance for his permission 


allowing the Customs Office 
to stay open every Saturday. 
Customs will give services in 
the city section during the days 
of November 17 and 24 and 
December 1, 8, 15 and 22 be¬ 
tween 8:00a.m. and noon. 

The services rendered will 
be: declaration of document, 
receiving payments and releas¬ 
ing merchandise. 


Aruba Tax Bureau makes 
important announcement 


Aruba Bank lends vigorous support 
to small businesses 



ORANJESTAD - The Aruba 
Tax Bureau has recently pub¬ 
lished a communique remind¬ 
ing citizens of a number of 
important matters. 

First: It is extremely im¬ 
portant to register your correct 
address at the Tax Bureau. This 
is the responsibility of each ci¬ 
tizen and applies to individuals 
as well as to business con¬ 
cerns. In the event your ad¬ 
dress is not correct, you will 
not receive important commu¬ 
nications, which could result in 
receiving an unnecessary debt 
and/or even an embargo on 
property. 

In incorrect address could 
result in a myriad of unplea¬ 


sant consequences. Here is a 
list of some examples of not 
having a correct address regis¬ 
tration: 

• Client does not re¬ 
ceive: Income tax declara¬ 
tion Form. 

Client receives an over¬ 
taxed invoice with a fine of 
Afls.250 up to maximum 
Afls. 10.000. The inspector cal¬ 
culates the taxable income 
without any consideration to 
deductable expenses 

• “Aanmanning” 
(Compulsory Obligation to 
pay) which is usually tied to a 
particular time span to respond. 


Aruba Bank, proud sponsor of 
the Small Business Week con¬ 
ference, opened the week’s 
session with an energetic, 
highly positive speech by ge¬ 
neral manager, Marcelline 
Richardson. Promoting entre¬ 
preneurship on Aruba was the 
obvious focus of Marcelline 
Richardson’s speech to the 
packed auditorium of eager-to- 
leam persons from all walks of 
life on the island. 

“If you forget everything 
else I said today, I ask you to 
not forget the word passion, 
because passion is what 
pushes, motivates and brings 
about change, is what makes 
people act and results in suc¬ 
cess,” said the brilliant Mar¬ 
celline Richardson. 

Aruba Bank expressed their 
pride in being one of the spon¬ 
sors of the Small Business 
Week. They claim that Aruba 
is fortunate to have a “power¬ 
house” of knowledge to be 
presented at this week’s con¬ 
ference. It was so important for 
that expertise to be shared with 
the community. 

The majority of our entre¬ 
preneurs have a common cha¬ 
racteristic: self motivation, 
according to Richardson. This, 
she indicated is what helps 
them to concentrate their en¬ 
ergy on the possibilities of the 
future. Marcelline Richardson 
reported that from a recent re¬ 
search among company execu¬ 
tives of Fortune 500 
companies, a total of 40% of 
them admitted that they are 
happy with their jobs, which is 
not an impressive percentage. 
What, however was impressive 
is that, of the 40%, almost 70% 
of them were business own¬ 
ers... they owned their own 
businesses. 

Richardson remarked that it 
is important for a business 
owner to learn to distinguish 
and separate what is ideal and 
what is practical, because not 
everything that a person wants 
is what he needs. This, she 
said, is an important matter for 


someone who has or wants to 
start a business. “You must be¬ 
lieve in your own success,” she 
emphasized! Aruba will afford 
you the opportunity, but you 
must earn your own success. 

As a banker, Richardson 
explained that Aruba Bank un¬ 
derstands small business and 
during 2012 the bank has ex¬ 
perienced a substantial growth 
in the small business segment. 
She believes that strong com¬ 
munities are built on the small 
business and it is essential to 
promote and provide opportu¬ 
nities for everyone to become 
an entrepreneur. It is important 
to invest in Aruba’s commer¬ 
cial base, as well as do investi¬ 
gation. 

We must offer incentives 
such as favorable taxation and 
other incentives. Changes must 
be made and we must be re¬ 
ceptive to the changes. We 
must minimize bureaucracy 


that people need who wants to 
start a business. We should 
support financing, give assis¬ 
tance and opportunities for ex¬ 
portation. We must support all 
types of businesses and en¬ 
courage those that are “high 
tech focused” so we can com¬ 
pete in the global market. 
Richardson indicated that 
Aruba Bank supports her 
clients in different ways so that 
they can grow, and soon the 
bank will be introducing a new 
instrument to make their 
clients’ life even easier while 
keeping their cost down. 

Marcelline Richardson, 
Aruba Bank’s energetic and 
brilliant General Manager said 
that Aruba Bank accepts their 
responsibility, has faith in the 
future and is making every ef¬ 
fort to motivate growth. “We 
have a passion for small busi¬ 
nesses. When you are success¬ 
ful, we are successful,” she 


Continued on page 3 

Sunday Balloon Raffle $500,- Slot Tournament $1000 
Monday Balloon Raffle $500,- Earn DOUBLE POINTS all day 
Tuesday Balloon Raffle $500,- Black Jack Tournament $500 
Wednesday Balloon Raffle $500 r Cool Casino - LADIES NIGHT 

Thursday Cash Raffle Awg 10.000,- 

Friday Balloon Raffle $500,- Black Jack Tournament $500 28th $1000 
Saturday Balloon Raffle $500,- Earn Triple POINTS all day 10 am-6 pm 



Management reserves the right to discontinue this promotion at any time 


and maximize the guidance concluded. 



Your Source for Local News in English 

ADVERTISE 

in THE MORNING NEWS! 

Call office NOW @ 5889517 or 

email: themorningnewsaruba@gmail.com 

Pick up your printed copy from MON. — SAT. at different 
locations all over the island or 

visit us online: www.themorningnewsaruba.com 

Caya G.F. Betico Croes 111 
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X Triple Points (10am-6pm) 


CASH RAFFLE 

m 5000 ,- 

Live Band 7 pm - 2 am Climax 


Located within the RIU PALACE HOTEL 
J.E. Irausquin BLVD.79 Palm Beach - PH.297.5280993, ext. 981 


Aruba Tax Bureau... 


Continued from page 2 

If the client does 
not respond 
within the stipu¬ 
lated time span, 
the taxed 

amount is in¬ 
creased with ad¬ 
ministrative fees 
and interest. 

The law per¬ 
mits a client to 
submit an objec¬ 
tion on any collection within a 
two-month period after receiv¬ 
ing the payment order. Once 
this objection time span 
elapses, it becomes very diffi¬ 
cult to get a hearing on the let¬ 
ter of objection. Even an 
eventual appeal to a Judge may 
prove useless. 

• Letters requesting 
information, or for correc¬ 
tions, letters notifying client 
about restitution, etc. may 
never get attended to and/or re¬ 
ceived by the client 

These are only a few exam¬ 
ples of the hassle and problems 
you may encounter for not 
having your address correctly 
registered at the Tax Bureau. 

Second: What is expected 
of you? The moment you 
change address, it is important 
to register the new address as 


soon as possible. 
There is a partic¬ 
ular form to fill 
out if you’re an 
individual pri¬ 
vate citizen, the 
“Opgaaf Per- 
soonsgegevens 
particulieren” 
form. For a busi¬ 
ness, the form is 
“Opgaaf of wi- 
jziging adres & telefoon bedri- 
jven.” You will be required to 
submit a copy of a legal photo 
ID and add this to the form. 
For a business you will add 
proof of registration from the 
Chamber of Commerce. 

The abovementioned forms 
are also available for download 
online at: www.siad.aw. 

After filling out the forms, 
they should be deposited at the 
Tax Bureau in their Camacuri 
offices in Oranjestad, or at the 
government offices in San 
Nicolas. 

The Tax Bureau encourages 
everyone to take note of this 
bulletin and to avoid the accu¬ 
mulation of debt and financial 
hardship. Have your address 
registered correctly... do so 
right away! 



Detective Department to move to more 
accommodating facilities 



ORANJESTAD — For many 
years the Police Station in 
Oranjestad has been used to 
house the different disciplines 
of the Police Force. Like many 
of the other stations in other 
districts, the Oranjestad buil¬ 
ding has been multi-functional. 
However, for many years the 
building has not been main¬ 
tained, hence has deteriorated 
to the point where even air- 
conditioning is not functioning 
in different departments of the 
building. 

The government has begun 
the process of giving the buil¬ 
ding a thorough repair. They 
have set out to find a suitable 
sufficiently spacious building 
where they can move all the 
Police services to, but to no 
avail. With the expansion of 
the Motor Brigade, they de¬ 
cided to rent a building in 
Dakota where they can house 
this unit of the Police Force. 

Several months ago, be¬ 
cause of the construction and 
upgrading taking place in the 
City Center and in view of the 
renovation to be undertaken on 
the building in the Wilhelmi- 
nastraat, the Surveillance De¬ 
partment of the Force was 


moved to the Judra Building in 
Dakota. 

They have decided to move 
the Detective Department to 
the former AZV building in the 
Frankrijkstraat. The necessary 
changes are being made to that 
building to accommodate the 
needs of the Detectives. The 
building is secure, there’s 
ample parking space and it is 
located in a central area of the 
city which is conducive to this 
specialized department of the 
Police Force. 

Last Wednesday, the buil¬ 
ding in the Frankrijkstraat was 
inspected and it was learned 


that the work is almost com¬ 
pleted so that the Detective 
Department in Oranjestad may 
move into their new facility 
within a couple of weeks. The 
Minister of Justice was pleased 
to leam that this Department of 
the Force will be housed in a 
good building where they can 
work and provide adequate 
service to the community. 

After the move of the De¬ 
tective Department, work on 
the Wilhelminastraat building 
can begin in earnest in the 
hopes that soon they can return 
to a completely renovated and 
upgraded building. 
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Blessed Sacrament grand prize winners 
get more than they bargained for 


As many of us know Aruba is 
by far one happy island and so 
too, now Mary and Ronny are 
finding that to be very true, 
since arriving on the island this 
past Sunday. The couple is the 
Grand Prize winners of an ex¬ 
tended stay courtesy of the Am¬ 
sterdam Manor, in the Church 
of the Blessed Sacrament lo¬ 
cated in Valley Stream, New 
York Family Festival Raffle 
held this past summer. The raf¬ 
fle was held as part of a week- 
long festival to raise money to 
help all those less fortunate in 
their parish, surrounding areas 
and to give to all those in need. 



Ronny and Mary have en¬ 
joyed the beauty of the white 
sandy beaches and blue skies, 
with the tropical trade winds 
that blow through the swaying 
palm trees by day in front of the 
resort followed by a dip in the 
pool and Happy Hour Cocktails 
poured by Stefan in the late af¬ 
ternoon at Mango’s Pool Bar. 
Then to the beach again for a 
view of the setting sun before a 
shower and dressing to go for 
dinner at some of the best 
restaurants the world over here 
on the island of Aruba. 

On Monday what could be 
better than the Filet Mignon, 
Rack of Lamb carved table side 
by Priya, or Rib Eye steak to 
name but a few items that are 
all cooked to perfection at 
Chalet Suisse. The steaks were 
paired with a wonderful bottle 


of Simi Cabernet poured by 
Lucia, followed by the ever 
popular Hot Kisses for dessert. 

Meeting Robert, the panther 
driver from Divi Resorts was an 
experience in itself when Tom 
Avallone gave a verbal tour of 
the resorts properties highlight¬ 
ing the history of Divi 
Resorts and how it 
all started from a 
vision when 
founding fa¬ 
ther Walter 
Wiggins ar- , 
rived on the 
island back 
in 1965. 

They drove 
from the Alham¬ 
bra Casino through 
Divi Divi, Divi Dos 
Tamarijn, Dutch Village, 
Divi Village around The 
Links past Windows and 
then back to the Casino 
where the couple went off 
to try their luck at the first 
free standing casino on 
Aruba, the Alhambra. As 
you may remember Tom 
Avallone started his career 
on Aruba back in 1986 as 
the Director of Entertainment 
and Operations for the Alham¬ 
bra Bazaar and Casino himself 
and has been here ever since. 


here < 


table all their own with the 
waves crashing at the shoreline 
to keep them cool, torches a 
blaze casting a gently light to 
send a clear and undoubting 
message that love was in the air. 

Humphrey, the Restaurant 

Manager, was very accom¬ 
modating when 
taking the 
prize win¬ 
ners to the 
most ro¬ 
mantic 
of ta¬ 
bles on 
the 
beach. 
Naomi, 
doing her 
internship at 
the Amsterdam 
Manor, arrived from Holland 
and only working at Passions 
on the Beach for just one week 
captured the attention of every¬ 
one with her warmth and 
friendly personality. A high¬ 
light at dinner was the music 
sensation of Cuban Sax Player, 
Jairo, who performed a medley 
of songs. 

As if the day was not filled 
with all that one could hope for 
and could be, but back at the 
Resort the Carnival Show was 
in full swing with all of the 




Dinner at Passions on the 
water in front of the Amsterdam 
Manor could not have been 
more romantic that night as 
Mary and Ronny soon found 
out. There in the sand was a 


pageantry and spectacular cos¬ 
tumes of traditional holiday fes¬ 
tivals and of Carnivals past 
which was led by the ever po¬ 
pular host, Ryan Maduro. 

Continued on page 5 


“Hairdressers against HIV/ 
AIDS” at Cas di Cultura 
December 9 



Lizara Poliak of Mediocosmetics and Ryan Oduber of 
UNAIDS 


The Aruba representative of 
Foundation E FARO, Ryan 
Maduro, has the sponsorship 
and support of L’Oreal hair 
products and their Aruban 
agents, Mediocosmetics in an 
engaging event to observe 
World AIDS Day 2012. In¬ 
spired by a highly successful 
campaign begun in South 
Africa in 2001, then expanded 
by the L’Oreal Foundation and 
UNESCO and receiving a very 
positive response in 2009 on 
Aruba, this year they will 
again deploy “Hairdressers 
against AIDS” as the method 
to raise awareness against this 
global pandemic. 

Mediocosmetic’s Marke¬ 
ting Manager Lisayra Polak 
confirmed their sponsorship 
and that of L’Oreal and Matrix 
products, for a day of free hair¬ 
cuts for the public at Cas di 
Cultura. The program will 
begin with training sessions for 
the stylists in the status and 
breakthroughs existing today 
regarding HIV/AIDS. The pro¬ 
gram has proven in the past 
that hairdressers have a huge 
network for promulgating the 
correct information - their 
clients. Aruba has over 100 
hair stylists, and using that net¬ 
work to inform and dispel mis¬ 
conception has proven highly 


effective. 

This year’s World AIDS 
Day theme, “Use your voice 
and your hands for a better to¬ 
morrow, free of AIDS” is typi¬ 
fied by the hairdresser/client 
relationship. E Faro and Medi- 
cosmetics have put out a call to 
island hairstylists to enlist in 
the program by filling out a 
form and submitting it by Fri¬ 
day, November 23, to Ms. 
Polak at Medicosmetics or to 
Henry Valdes at Cache Beauty 
Salon in Ponton, which is 
spearheading the event. Each 
stylist is asked to donate 2 
hours of their time. Lunch and 
beverages will be provided 
through the day. 

Forms can be downloaded 
from the E Faro website: 
www.efaroaruba.com. They 
can also be submitted by Fax 
to number: 582-5134, or digi¬ 
tally by e-mailing them to 
efaroaua@gmail.com. 

On December 9, following 
the orientation program from 
10:00 AM until noon, the par¬ 
ticipating hair cutters will be 
ready to accept clients for their 
free haircut. The styling ses¬ 
sion will be from 2:00 to 8:00 
PM. 

Continued on page 5 
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Grand prize 
winners get 
more... 

Continued from page 4 



Meeting new people that be¬ 
come live long friends is not 
uncommon on Aruba either. 
When at the beach, splashing 
around with the waves, Ronny 
and Mary met John and Cheryl 
from Philadelphia. The couple 
are on the island visiting a 
friend of theirs who you may 
know as the Bestselling Author 
of, “An Island Away,” a fic¬ 
tional book using Aruba has an 
experience not to forget. 
Daniel Putkowski, will actu¬ 
ally be signing his Best Selling 
Book, this Saturday, in the De¬ 
parture Hall of the Reina Beat¬ 
rix International Airport. So 
pick up your copy of the book 
at any local bookstore or get 
one at the airport and have Dan 
personalize it before you leave. 

To Mary and Ronny it was 
indeed a pleasure to have you 
visit once again our One 
Happy Island in the sun and 
we are looking forward to you 
telling all of your friends and 
family of the wonderful times 
you had, the people that you 
have met and the memories 
that you will hold near and 
dear forever, of your time here 
on Aruba and we look forward 
to you returning often. 

Bon Bini always. 



Gold Coast Aruba... 

A Place for You! 




y 




3 minutes drive to 


Arashi Beach 

Luxury Villas, Town Homes & Condos 

Contact us by email at info@goldcoastaruba.com 
Tel: +297-586-2200 • Fax: +297-586-2201 
Toll Free from the U.S. 1-866-978-5770 
www.goldcoastaruba.com 


PRICE STARTING FROM $289,00L 

Visit us for Your Island Dream Home Ownership 

Monthly Mortgage Payments 
starting from $1,650 
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Curacao’s financial problems getting worse 


Hairdressers against HIV/ 
AIDS”... 


WILLEMSTAD - Minister of 
Finance, Mr. Jose Jardim gave 
a presentation in parliament 
yesterday on the liquidity of 
the island. The prospects are 
not good according to Jardim: 
without the right measures the 
government will camp with 
liquidity problems next year . 
This news came as a shock for 
the members of parliament. 

The liquidity position of 
Curasao in September fell to 
250 million guilders, while 
the island on 10-10-10 still 
started with a liquidity of 408 
million. Liquidity is 173 mil¬ 


lion this week. Jardim expects 
that this will decrease with an¬ 
other 20 million at the end of 
the year. 

The Minister made it a step 
further: if the items contained 
in the instructions from the 
Kingdom Council of Minis¬ 
ters are not used, there will be 
no salaries for civil servants in 
April 2013. 

Meanwhile, rating agency 
Standard & Poor’s revised 
Curacao’s outlook to negative 
from stable on Thursday and 
affirmed its A-minus rating, 
citing worries about eroding 


public health and pension sys¬ 
tems. 

“The deterioration in the 
balances of the government of 
Curacao’s national pension 
fund as well as the health care 
fund has weakened the gov¬ 
ernment’s underlying fiscal 
stance,” S&P said in a state¬ 
ment. 

“The negative outlook re¬ 
flects our view that a failure to 
reverse the recent fiscal dete¬ 
rioration in a timely manner 
might lead to a downgrade,” 
the rating agency said. 


Continued from page 4 

Entrance fee to the impromptu 
Cas di Cultura salon is 5 
Aruban florins ($2.85) where 
an informative exhibit and 
booths will be set up. 

Organizers expect 10-15 
stylists will be giving free hair¬ 
cuts through the afternoon. All 
proceeds from the entrance 
free will be donated to E Faro 
Foundation, which provides 
information and support for 
those with HIV/AIDS and 
their families. 


The day will end with a 
Hair Art and Styling Fashion 
Show and Contest. First prize 
is a trip to the Expo Beauty 
Show in Mexico in 2012, in¬ 
cluding hotel, transportation 
and entrance to the convention, 
plus a basket of Matrix hair 
products. When signing up to 
participate, hairdressers will 
receive the regulations and re¬ 
quirements for compting. 

Rosalie Klein 
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Two missing after US rig 
blast, but no oil spill 


Petraeus testifies before US lawmakers 
on Benghazi 



CHICAGO (AFP) - An explo¬ 
sion and fire on an oil platform 
off the Louisiana coast in the 
Gulf of Mexico injured 11 peo¬ 
ple and left two more missing 
but did not cause a major spill, 
the Coast Guard said yester¬ 
day. 

The incident comes a day 
after British energy giant BP 
reached a deal with the US 
government to settle criminal 
charges over the devastating 
2010 oil spill that began with 
an explosion on an offshore 
rig. 

"We don't foresee any 
major environmental impact 
from this," Coast Guard 
spokesman Ensign Glenn 
Sanchez told AFP. "This was a 
non-functioning rig. It's not 
like they were pumping oil." 

While a thin oil slick was 
seen floating in the waters near 
the rig, it was likely from small 
amounts of oil stored on the 
platform. The blaze began dur¬ 
ing maintenance work when 
the crew was cutting through a 
pipe. 

It was soon extinguished 


VIENNA (AFP) - Iran is 
ready to boost significantly 
output at its most controversial 
nuclear plant, a new UN nu¬ 
clear agency report showed 
yesterday, taking Tehran closer 
— in theory — to being able to 
develop a nuclear weapon. 

In findings likely to set 


and the rig appears to be 
"structurally sound," incident 
commander Ed Cubanski said 
at a news conference. 

Earlier reports that two 
workers were killed have not 
been confirmed and the Coast 
Guard continues to search for 
the two missing workers, 
Cubanski said. 

The Coast Guard could not 
provide details on the serious¬ 
ness of the injuries but local 
media reported that four of the 
workers were in critical condi¬ 
tion with serious bums. 

US networks showed dra¬ 
matic images of thick black 
smoke billowing up from the 
platform. 

There were 22 people on 
board when the explosion 
rocked the rig operated by 
Houston-based Black Elk En¬ 
ergy shortly before 9 am (1500 
GMT), Sanchez said. 

Black Elk Energy was not 
immediately available to com¬ 
ment but posted a message on 
its website saying "our 
thoughts and prayers are with 
those who are impacted." 


alarm bells ringing in Israel 
and beyond, the International 
Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) said that the installa¬ 
tion of equipment at its Fordo 
uranium enrichment plant was 
now "complete". 

Also taking an interest will 
be the "P5+1" world powers — 


WASHINGTON(AFP) - Ex- 
CIA chief David Petraeus told 
lawmakers yesterday he knew 
from the outset that an attack 
on a US mission in Libya was 
the work of terrorists, in his 
first appearance since resign¬ 
ing a week ago. 

A bitter political feud has 
erupted in Washington since 
the September 11 assault on 
the Benghazi consulate, with 
Republican lawmakers accu¬ 
sing President Barack Obama's 
administration of misleading 
the public about its causes. 

Congress has summoned 
officials to explain why in the 
days after the attack, which left 
US ambassador Chris Stevens 
and three colleagues dead, they 
blamed the violence on a spon¬ 
taneous protest triggered by an 
anti-Muslim video. 

On September 14, Petraeus 
had told Congress that that was 
the CIA's initial take on the 
events. Since then, the admi¬ 
nistration's position has 
evolved, and it is now seen as 
a pre-meditated assault by an 
A1 Qaeda-linked militia. 

According to Congressman 
Peter King, chairman of the 
House Homeland Security 


Britain, China, France, Russia, 
the United States, and Ger¬ 
many — thought to be about to 
resume talks in early next year 
at the latest now that the US 
election is over. 

The agency report reiter¬ 
ated its regular statement 
meanwhile that it was "un¬ 
able... to conclude that all nu¬ 
clear material in Iran is in 
peaceful activities". 

It also said that activities 
spotted by satellite at the 
Parchin military base, where 
the IAEA says it has evidence 
of possible past nuclear wea¬ 
pons research work, meant that 
any verification there would be 
"seriously undermined". 

Iran denies working or ever 
having worked on a nuclear 
weapon and says all its atomic 
activities are peaceful. 

If Iran uses the new ma¬ 
chinery at Fordo to enrich ura¬ 
nium to purities of 20 percent 
— technically speaking not far 
from the level needed for a 
bomb — production could in¬ 
crease from 15 kilos per month 
now to around 45 kilos, a 
source familiar with the matter 
said. 

Experts say that around 250 
kilos of 20-percent uranium is 
needed to convert into enough 
90-percent material for one nu¬ 
clear weapon. 


committee, Petraeus — who re¬ 
signed last week after the re¬ 
velation of an extramarital 
affair — had changed his analy¬ 
sis since September. 

"General Petraeus' testi¬ 
mony today was from the start 
he had told us this was a terro¬ 
rist attack or terrorist-involved 
from the start," King said. 

"I told him in my questions 
I had a different recollection of 
that and the clear impression 
given was that the overwhelm¬ 
ing matter of evidence is that it 
was a arose out of a sponta¬ 
neous demonstration and was 
not a terrorist attack." 

King and other lawmakers 
said they were grateful for Pe¬ 
traeus' testimony but, as he 
went into a second hearing 
with a senatorial committee, 
they made it clear they still had 
other questions for the admin¬ 
istration . 

The US mission in Beng¬ 
hazi included a large CIA op¬ 
eration, which Petraeus would 
have overseen before quitting 
as US spy chief last week over 
his extramartial affair, which 
was uncovered by the FBI. 

Republicans have accused 


Washington's UN envoy Susan 
Rice of misleading the country 
by telling Sunday talk shows 
after the attack that it was part 
of a "spontaneous" protest 
against an anti-Islam video. 

Several congressional com¬ 
mittees, most of them closed to 
the public, are probing the 
Benghazi killings. A heated 
House hearing on Thursday 
saw lawmakers exchange bit¬ 
ter accusations about the White 
House's handling of the attack. 

State Department and FBI 
probes into the attack are also 
currently under way, and Sec¬ 
retary of State Hillary Clinton 
has agreed to testify before 
House and Senate hearings 
once her department finishes a 
review of events. 

US senators got their first 
look Thursday at dramatic 
real-time video footage of the 
attack. 

However, the hearings have 
done little to resolve the parti¬ 
san sparring over the adminis¬ 
tration's response, with Repu¬ 
blicans strongly hinting at a 
larger scandal and possible 
cover-up. 



A woman sews the edges of newly made U.S flags at a 
shop in Yangon. U.S. President Barack Obama leaves 
today for a trip to Asia that will include a historic stop in 
Myanmar. The United States yesterday lifted a nearly 
decade-old ban on most imports from Myanmar ; saying 
it was hoping to encourage recent reforms before the 
landmark visit by President Barack Obama. The Treas¬ 
ury Department and State Department said in a joint 
statement that the United States would allow imports 
from Myanmar with the exception of gems, a sector seen 
as a major driver of corruption and violence. 


IAEA says key Iran nuclear site 
fully equipped 


New York doctors protest 
post-Sandy troubles 



New York: A group of doctors and nurses held a protest 
outside New York Mayor Michael Bloomberg's office to 
ask for more help in rebuilding the city's healthcare sys¬ 
tem in the wake of superstorm Sandy, in New York, yes¬ 
terday. About 30 health workers gathered outside City 
Hall to bring attention to what they said were the lack of 
resources in areas where hospitals, clinics and pharma¬ 
cies were closed because of flooding. (AFP PHOTO) 
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Qaeda group rounds up unveiled women in Timbuktu 


BAMAKO (AFP) - Al-Qaeda 
in the Islamic Maghreb mili¬ 
tants in the Malian city of 
Timbuktu have arrested 
dozens of women for not 
wearing the Islamic veil over 
the past two days, witnesses 
said yesterday. 

"Dozens of women were ar¬ 
rested Thursday and Friday by 
AQIM for not wearing the 
veil," a local official said on 
condition of anonymity. 


"The Islamists were going 
into homes to arrest unveiled 
women," he said. 

Islamist groups with links 
to Al-Qaeda took advantage of 
a military offensive by Tuareg 
separatists and the vacuum cre¬ 
ated by an indecisive coup in 
Bamako earlier this year to 
seize Mali's entire north. 

Ansar Dine (Defenders of 
Faith) has been in control of 
Timbuktu, while the Move¬ 


ment for Oneness and Jihad in 
West Africa has ruled over 
Gao, the other major city in 
northern Mali. 

Both groups are under the 
influence of Al-Qaeda's top re¬ 
gional leadership however and 
have been enforcing an ex¬ 
treme form of sharia, flogging, 
amputating and sometimes ex¬ 
ecuting violators. 

New fighting yesterday and 
the crackdown on women for 


not wearing veils marred peace 
moves by two of the groups 
controlling the desert north 
who said they were ready for 
peace talks with Bamako. 

A Tuareg warlord said his 
National Movement for the 
Liberation of Azawad had 
launched an "offensive" to re¬ 
take the key north-central re¬ 
gion of Gao from Islamist 
rebels. 


Thousands 
of angry 
Jordanians 
call for 
king to go 

AMMAN (AFP) - Thousands 
of protesters made unprece¬ 
dented calls yesterday for Jor¬ 
dan's King Abdullah II to go, 
as police blocked them from 
heading to the royal palace to 
vent their anger over big fuel 
price increases. 

"Freedom, freedom, down 
with Abdullah," chanted 
crowds that AFP estimated at 
around 10,000 people, includ¬ 
ing Islamists, leftists and youth 
activists. 

Publicly insulting the king 
or calling for his overthrow is 
punishable by imprisonment in 
Jordan so the demonstrators' 
slogans were a major departure 
for a kingdom that had previ¬ 
ously been spared protests on 
the scale of other countries 
swept up in the Arab Spring. 

"The people want the fall of 
the regime," the protesters 
shouted angrily outside the 
Husseini Mosque in the heart 
of the capital, using the railing 
call of the uprisings that swept 
aside veteran rulers in Tunisia, 
Egypt, Libya and Yemen last 
year. 

"Abdullah, reform or leave, 
you have lost legitimacy," they 
chanted. "God is greater than 
injustice... Abdullah your era is 
gone." 

Organisers said more than 
25,000 people took part in the 
demonstration. Police put the 
number at 3,000. 

In the face of the scale of 
the protests, the king cancelled 
a visit to London he was due to 
make next week, the British 
foreign ministry said. 

Ban to head to 
Gaza war 
region on 
truce mission 

UNITED NATIONS (AFP) - 
UN leader Ban Ki-moon will 
visit the Gaza war region 
within days to push for a truce 
between Israel and Hamas as 
their conflict veers toward all- 
out war, officials said. 

UN spokesman Martin Ne- 
sirky said Ban will go to the re¬ 
gion "shortly" to "push for an 
end to violence" and Palestin¬ 
ian president Mahmud Abbas 
said the UN secretary general 
would visit the Palestinian ter¬ 
ritories in "two or three days." 

Ban will be in Jerusalem on 
Tuesday or Wednesday, ac¬ 
cording to UN Diplomats and 
Israeli media. 
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Rom and, 


ON DAY THRU SATURDAY 8-1 1 AM 

i Eggs (fried, scrambled or poached) 

WITH BACON, AND LINK SAUSAGES. 
POTATOES, TOAST AND COFFEE OR TEA. 




Stone Grill Resta 


JALso open for 

Lunch 


Lemon chicken Breast 


Ice Cream 
Chocolate 


Dinner Salad 


Petite Filet Mignon 


Soup oi the day 


1 Filet of Grouper I Vanilla 
All served with French Fries or Baked Potato on our Famous HOT Stone 


inner 


LOCATED AT: 

Playa Linda 
beach resort 
TE: 5 86 4046 


$ 24.95 


EARLY BIRD SPECIAL 


HEALTH & LIVING 


Rare gene mutation 
offers clues to 
Alzheimer's 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - Sci¬ 
entists have found a rare ge¬ 
netic mutation that appears to 
triple the risk for developing 
Alzheimer's disease and pro¬ 
vides important clues into 
how the so-far incurable dis¬ 
ease operates. 

Scientists from two inde¬ 
pendent teams stumbled on 
the same result, published in 
two studies Wednesday in the 
New England Journal of Med¬ 
icine: a mutation in the 
TREM2 gene, which helps 
govern immune system re¬ 
sponses, is three to four times 
more common among elderly 
patients with Alzheimer's than 
those without the diagnosis. 

The hallmark of 
Alzheimer's disease is the ac¬ 
cumulation of plaques and 
tangles in the brain tissue. In 
normal bodies, it seems the 
immune system's inflamma¬ 
tory molecules help clear that 
build-up before it becomes a 
problem. 

The TREM2 gene func¬ 
tions to keep that inflamma¬ 
tory response in check, to 
stop the inflammatory mole¬ 
cules from harming healthy 
tissue. 

But preliminary research 
indicates the mutation could 
send the TREM2 gene into 
overdrive, hindering the in¬ 
flammatory molecules from 
doing their job at all. 

"While the genetic muta¬ 
tion we found is extremely 
rare, its effect on the immune 
system is a strong indicator 
that this system may be a key 
player in the disease," said 
University College London's 
Rita Guerreiro, lead author of 
one of the two studies. 

The mutation is found in 
fewer than one in 200 people, 
and in fewer than one in 50 
Alzheimer's patients, which 


means the mutation alone is 
unlikely to be enough to 
cause the disease. 

A combination of environ¬ 
mental and hereditary factors 
are believed to contribute to 
developing Alzheimer's. 

However, researchers said 
identifying this gene and its 
possible role in Alzheimer's 
is a step in the right direction. 

"This is an important step 
towards unraveling the hid¬ 
den causes of this disease, so 
that we can develop treat¬ 
ments and interventions to 
end one of the 21st century's 
most significant health chal¬ 
lenges," said Peter St. 
George-Hyslop, of the Uni¬ 
versity of Toronto. 

Another of the lead re¬ 
searchers, Kevin Morgan of 
the University of Notting¬ 
ham, said "the risk associated 
with this new variant is the 
largest seen to date and her¬ 
alds the start of a new era in 
(Alzheimer's Disease) ge¬ 
netic research. 

"At long last we are begin¬ 
ning to witness major break¬ 
throughs that will hopefully 
result in therapeutic develop¬ 
ments to help alleviate this 
devastating condition." 

The scientists said that 
new drugs could potentially 
be developed to target the 
TREM2 gene and stop it 
from overly interfering in the 
inflammatory response. 

One of the studies was 
done by an international re¬ 
search team based in Britain, 
Canada and the US, using a 
data bank of 25,000 people. 

The other was done by re¬ 
searchers in Iceland, using 
data from 2,261 elderly Ice¬ 
landers and then confirmed 
with population samples in 
the US, Norway, the Nether¬ 
lands and Germany. 


Reseachers see cricket ears as model 
for better hearing aids 



WASHINGTON (AFP) - 
New advances in hearing aids 
and medical imaging may be 
possible thanks to a tiny in¬ 
sect from the South Ameri¬ 
can jungle, according to a 
study released Thursday. 

The South American bush 
cricket, also called the katy¬ 
did, has some of the smallest 
ears of any creature on the 
planet. 

But despite a physical 
structure that is very different 
from human ears — and an 
entirely different evolution¬ 
ary history — katydid ears 
function in a remarkably sim¬ 
ilar way to human ears. 

Mammalian ears use a 
three-part process — the 
eardrum collects the sound, 
the middle ear converts it 
from air-born noise into liq¬ 
uid-born vibrations, and a 
structure called the cochlea 
analyzes the frequency. 

It had been well-known 
that the crickets had eardrum¬ 
like apparatuses on their two 
forelegs. But scientists were 
unclear as to how these tym¬ 
pana connected with each 
other and with the sensory re¬ 
ceptors to allow the cricket to 
actually hear. 

In the new study, pub¬ 
lished in the November 16 
issue of the US journal "Sci¬ 
ence," researchers reveal the 
discovery of a microscopic 
organ that acts as a "middle 
ear" for the crickets. 

The cricket version "relies 
on a system of mechanical 
levers, a sort of microscopic 
see-saw formed by its 
eardrum that makes the link 
to the inner ear," the re¬ 
searchers explained in a 
statement. 

"The ears of this bush 
cricket are teaching us that 


complex hearing mecha¬ 
nisms can take place in very 
small ears. As such we are 
learning how evolution has 
come up with very small, 
efficient and sophisticated 
microphones," said Daniel 
Robert of University of 
Bristol in England, one of 
the study's lead authors. 

"We now have to learn 
how to make one like this," 
he added. 

James Windmill, from the 
Centre for Ultrasonic Engi¬ 
neering in the University of 
Strathclyde, also in England, 


explained that the insect 
mechanisms could perhaps be 
incorporated into a variety of 
technologies to help humans, 
"including hearing aids, bio¬ 
medical imaging systems for 
hospitals, and ultrasonic non¬ 
destructive evaluation to as¬ 
sess the structural integrity of 
buildings and bridges." 

He said he looked forward 
to "the next stage of this im¬ 
portant research, bringing to¬ 
gether bioscience and 
engineering to create the bio¬ 
inspired sensors of the fu¬ 
ture." 


Meat bad for morals, says 
Indian textbook 



MUMBAI (AFP) - The pros 
and cons of meat-eating may 
be the subject of debate for 
nutritionists, but one Indian 
school textbook is clear: a 
fleshy diet will make you lie, 
steal and even commit sex 
crimes. 

The unusual moral guid¬ 
ance appeared in a school 
book for 11-year-olds, pur¬ 
porting to offer education on 
issues from health and hy¬ 
giene to sex education and 
exercise, the NDTV news 
channel reported. 

On a page about non-veg¬ 
etarians, the book said that 
they "easily cheat, tell lies, 
they forget promises, they are 
dishonest and tell bad words, 
steal, fight and turn to vio¬ 
lence and commit sex 
crimes". 


It also claimed that "it is 
the waste products which 
largely produce the flavour of 
meat", and praised the Japan¬ 
ese for their vegetarian diet - 
- failing to mention their love 
of seafood. 

The book's marriage ad¬ 
vice was also questionable, 
suggesting women should 
find a husband between the 
ages of 18 and 25. 

"To get married without a 
bad name is a dream of every 
young girl," it said. 

NDTV said the text was 
published by the reputed 
printing firm S Chand, while 
the chief of India's Central 
Board for Secondary Educa¬ 
tion said books were chosen 
by individual schools and not 
monitored for content. 

Despite a strong culture of 
vegetarianism and a religious 
taboo over beef-eating, Indians 
are consuming more and more 
meat as the country's economy 
grows and consumers become 
better-travelled. 

The UN Food and Agri¬ 
culture Organization last year 
said Indians' per capita con¬ 
sumption of meat was run¬ 
ning at 5.0 to 5.5 kilograms 
(11 to 12 pounds) a year, the 
highest since it began com¬ 
piling records. 
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SCI-TECH 


Larger version of Kindle 
Fire tablet unleashed 



Early humans used stone spear points 500,000 
years ago 


SAN FRANCISCO (AFP) - 
Amazon this past week 
began shipping a large- 
screen, high-definition ver¬ 
sion of its popular Kindle 
Fire tablet computers ahead 
of schedule in a holiday sea¬ 
son challenge to Apple iPads. 

Kindle Fire HD tablets or¬ 
dered online were on their 
way to buyers and more 
would be available at US 
consumer electronics shops 
beginning Friday, according 
to Amazon. 

’’Kindle Fire HD has been 
Amazon’s best-selling prod¬ 
uct worldwide since launch, 
and that was before we even 
started shipping the best 
tablet we’ve ever built,” said 
Kindle vice president Dave 
Limp. 

”We think customers are 
going to love web browsing, 
email, gaming, watching TV 
shows, reading magazines, 
and more on the large, stun¬ 
ning HD screen, with fast 
Wi-Fi and exceptional 
audio.” 

Amazon in September un¬ 
veiled the new Kindle Fire 
HD priced at $299 in what 
analysts saw as a clear chal¬ 
lenge to the market-leading 
iPad. 


The new Kindle Fire HD 
has an 8.9-inch (22.6-cen¬ 
timeter) display and was de¬ 
scribed by Amazon founder 
and chief executive Jeff 
Bezos as ’’the best high-end 
tablet anywhere, at any price” 
when combined with Ama¬ 
zon content and services. 

The tablet is only 0.3 
inches thick, and weighs 20 
ounces (567 grams). The Kin¬ 
dle Fire HD has dual-band 
Wi-Fi and two antennas. 

A seven-inch Kindle Fire 
HD priced at $199 became 
available in September. 

In an even more direct 
challenge to the iPad, a 4G 
version of the larger Kindle 
Fire HD will sell at $499 — 
the same price as a basic 
iPad. 

Amazon said that 4G Kin¬ 
dle Fire HD tablets will begin 
shipping next week. 

Offering the Kindle Fire 
outside the US for the first 
time, all except the new big- 
ger-screen version went on 
sale in Europe in October. 

Apple early this month re¬ 
leased a smaller version of its 
iPad to take on Amazon and 
Android tablets having suc¬ 
cess in that segment of the 
market. 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - 
Early humans were already 
using stone tips to enhance 
the killing power of spears at 
least 500,000 years ago, 
some 200,000 years earlier 
than previously thought, an¬ 
thropologists said Thursday. 

Attaching stone points to 
spears — a technique known 
as ’’hafting” — requires more 
planning and effort than sim¬ 
ply sharpening a stick, and 
was important in the develop¬ 
ment of early hunting 
weaponry. 

Hafted spears are common 
finds at Stone Age archaeo¬ 
logical sites dating as far 
back as 300,000 years ago, 
researchers said. 

But this new study, pub¬ 
lished in the US journal ’’Sci¬ 
ence,” showed that people 
were using the stone-tipped 
weapons much earlier. 

’’Although both Nean¬ 
derthals and humans used 
stone-tipped spears, this is 
the first evidence that this 
technology originated prior 
to or near the divergence of 
these two species,” said Ben¬ 
jamin Schoville, study coau¬ 
thor from Arizona State 
University. 

Lead author Jayne Wilkins, 
from the University of 
Toronto, added ”it now looks 
like some of the traits that we 
associate with modern hu¬ 
mans and our nearest rela¬ 
tives (the Neanderthals) can 
be traced further back in our 
lineage.” 

The stone spear points ana¬ 
lyzed in this study were actu¬ 
ally uncovered nearly 35 
years ago, at a site near the 
edge of the Kalahari desert in 
southern Africa that is known 
as Kathu Pan 1. 

In 2010, a team of researchers 
dated the stone points to 
500,000 years ago, using opti¬ 
cally stimulated luminescence 
and other methods. 

The new study reports find¬ 
ings from an analysis of how 


these stone points were used, 
said co-author Kyle Brown, a 
skilled stone tool replicator 
from the University of Cape 
Town. 

’’When points are used as 
spear tips, there is a lot of 
damage that forms at the tip 


of the point, and large dis¬ 
tinctive fractures form,” he 
explained. 

The ancient stone points show 
evidence of this kind of dam¬ 
age, offering proof they were 
used at the tip of spears and not 
for some other purpose. 


The brains behind freestyle rap 

PARIS (AFP) 
Freestyle rap, an im¬ 
provised style of the 
music genre associated 
with back-to-front 
baseball caps, baggy 
jeans and gold chains, 
has burst onto the sci¬ 
ence stage, shedding 
light on the workings 
of the brain. Researchers at the National Institute on Deaf¬ 
ness and other Communication Disorders in the United States 
have examined freestyle rappers’ brains to see which areas 
light up during the creative phase. The stream-of-conscious- 
ness singing style involves artists making up lyrics on the 
spot, guided by a background, instrumental beat. The scien¬ 
tists considered it a good way to study the ’’initial, impro¬ 
visatory phase at the interface of music and language”. 

Using magnetic resonance imaging (MRI), the researchers 
compared the freestyle brain photos with those captured 
when the rappers repeated well-rehearsed lyrics. 

They noticed a ’’functional reorganisation” during the 
freestyle phase in the singers' prefrontal cortex — an area of 
the brain associated with complex cognitive behaviour and 
decision making. These changes, they write in the journal 
Nature Scientific Reports, may aid spontaneous creativity by 
modifying systems that regulate attention, language and 
motor control. 
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IF I RULED THE WORLD 


ACROSS 

1. Canine 

dialogue in 
“Annie” 

5. College 

degrees: abbr. 

8. Football’s 
Meredith 

11. Trendy ski 
resort 

12. Homer 
Simpson's son 

13. Copy 

14. “_ Christie” 

15. Lamb's pen 
name 

16. Mack or 
Danson 

17. Mongol 
emperor 

20. Golf peg 

21. Hard-to-find 
shoe width 

22. That damsel 

25. Poor_ 

church mouse 

27. Great Mosque 
site 

31. He proclaimed 
himself 
“emperor of 
all Russia" 

35. Definite 
integral 

36. Hoo-ha 

37. Wool source 

38. “Norma_” 

(1979 film) 

41. Figure skater 
Midori 

43. Wise ruler in 
the Bible 

48. Shilling sand 
formation 

49. Pot starter 

50. Lover of 


Aphrodite 

52. “Sail_ Ship 

of State” 

53. Eastern 
holidays 

54. Tortoise’s 
running 
mate? 

55. “_ Hur” 

56. Pothook shape 

57. Medicinal 
herb 

DOWN 

1. Actress 
Gardner 

2. Chimed 

3. Penalty 

4. Reporter’s 
angle 

5. “_ Ha’i” 

6. Spring 

7. Weapon for 


Buffy 

8. _ processing 

9. Unlock 

10. Beatty of 

“Deliverance” 
12. Directive 

18. Toothed wheel 

19. Use the ears 

22. Hot Springs, 
e.g. 

23. LBJ pet 

24. A nice time in 
Nice 

26. Exclamation 

28. Mild 
exclamation 

29. Unrefined 

30. Feasted 

32. Rack up 
dividends 

33. Roman 
officials 

34. _ Jail 


(Monopoly 

instruction) 

39. Rockhound’s 
find 

40. Anglo-Saxon 
workers 

42. Home of 
Creighton 
University 

43. 1941 role for 
Welles 

44. Press 

45. Slugger Mel et 
al. 

46. Type of 
vaccine 

47. Ruler before 
Galba 

48. De Niro, to his 
pals 

51. Catch sight of 


Answer on page 106 




DRUG STORES OPEN AFTER HOURS 


NOV 16 - NOV 


Dakota: ‘Botica Dakota ’ - S.N.: Botica Aloe 


Center for Hemodialysis 

Posada Clinic Aruba 

Tel.580-2840/Pager 127-2446 

INFORMATION 

Telephone 118 

Twelve Step Meetings 

24 hours helpline 583-8989 

Fellowship Clinic S.N. 

Free treatment of 
Alcoholism 
and Drug Addiction 
Anonymity guaranteed 
Tel. 584-5440 

SOS TELEAYUD0 SOS 

Telephone Helpline 
583-1190 

Mon.-Thu. 9 p.m.-12 midn. 
Fri.-Sun. 9 p.m.-2 a.m. 

CAS MARIE 

Alzheimer’s Day 
Care Center 
Tel: 5696910 


Important 

Telephone 

Numbers 


HOSPITAL 



Horacio Oduber Hospital 
Tel.587-4300 

EMERGENCY 


Telephone 911 

POLICE HDQS 


Telephone 100 


TAXI 

C.V. TAS 

587-1998, 587-5900 
In Oranjestad: 

Tel. 582-2116, 582-1604 

582-5447 

In San Nicolas 

Tel. 584-5160, 584-6602 

professional taxi services 

Tel. 588-0035 

A! Anon Meetings 

Mondays 6-7pm 
Sabana Liber 8 in Noord 
Tel: 5673356/5838989 


Sudokix 
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Complete the grid so that every 
row and every column contains 
the numbers 1 through 9 
A number Is Never repeated 
in a row or column. 

In addition every rectangle must 
contain the numbers 1 through 9 
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Currency 

Code 

Buying 

rate 

banknotes 

Buying 

Cheques 

Selling 

Rate 

U.S.A. l 

USD 

1.77 

1.78 

1.80 

Dutch Antilles 

ANG 

98.00 

100.00 

100.20 

Canada 

CAD 

1.76 

1.78 

1.80 

Britiain 

GBP 

2.76 

2.81 

2.87 

Switzerland 

CHF 

188.33 

189.05 

189.85 

Netherlands 

EUR 

224.94 

226.99 

229.28 

Sweden 

SEK 

25.26 

25.98 

26.78 

Denmark 

DKK 

29.47 

30.19 

30.99 

Norway 

NOK 

29.84 

30.56 

31.36 

Japan 

(per 10,000) 

JPY 

217.46 

219.45 

221.65 


All rates for amounts up to AWG 100.00 per item. 


Finance 


France bank chief says end 
of euro would be 'disaster' 


Obama says 'tough compromises' needed 
in fiscal cliff talks 


MADRID (AFP) - Bank of 
France governor Christian 
Noyer said yesterday the euro 
is here to stay and warned that 
its disappearance would be an 
"absolute disaster." 

The central bank chief de¬ 
fended the currency as the re¬ 
cession-hit eurozone tried to 
contain a growing debt crisis, 
with Greece battling to avert 
default and Spain pondering a 
sovereign bailout. 

"The future of the euro is 
absolutely clear cut," Noyer 
said in a speech to the annual 
assembly of Spain’s Associa¬ 
tion of Financial Markets in 
the Spanish capital. 

"I have absolutely no doubt 
that the euro will stay in the 
long term future," he added. "It 
is the natural continuation of 
the European Union, it was in 
the spirit of the founding fa¬ 
thers." 

Noyer said the benefits of 
the single currency were "per¬ 


fectly clear." 

"People don't realise that if 
the euro disappears it will be 
an absolute disaster," he 
warned. 

The French banking chief 
pressed European powers to 
set up a banking union as an 
urgent response to the region's 
financial crisis. 

European leaders agreed in 
October to establish a regional 
banking supervisor in 2013, 
the first step towards a banking 
union that would allow the Eu¬ 
ropean Union to directly help 
troubled banks. 

"We are moving towards a 
banking union, which was 
missing in the monetary 
union," Noyer said. "It is a cru¬ 
cial and urgently needed an¬ 
swer to the crisis," he added. 

Noyer urged that the bank¬ 
ing union be established 
"swiftly" to allow for a sus¬ 
tained return of confidence and 
stability. 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - Pre¬ 
sident Barack Obama called 
yesterday on both Democrats 
and Republicans to make 
"tough compromises" in order 
to overcome divisions over 
deficit reduction and avoid the 
fiscal cliff. 

Opening talks aimed at 
avoiding a year-end tax and 
spending crunch that could 
send the economy back to re¬ 
cession, Obama welcomed 
congressional leaders from 
both parties at the White 
House, saying Americans want 
action from them. 

Neither Obama nor his Re¬ 
publican opposite John 
Boehner, Speaker of the House 
of Representatives, repeated 

Sandy, budget 
worries hold 
back US 
factory output 

WASHINGTON (AP) - 
U.S. factory production of 
machinery and equipment 
fell sharply last month, held 
back by temporary disrup¬ 
tions caused by Superstorm 
Sandy and companies' fears 
that a federal budget crisis 
could trigger a recession 
next year. 

The Federal Reserve said 
yesterday that factory out¬ 
put, the most important 
component of industrial pro¬ 
duction, fell 0.9 percent in 
October from September. It 
would have been unchanged 
without the storm, the Fed 
said. 

Overall industrial pro¬ 
duction fell 0.4 percent last 
month. Utility output dipped 
0.1 percent, while mining, 
which includes oil and gas 
production, rose 1.5 percent. 

Manufacturing has weak¬ 
ened since spring, in part be¬ 
cause companies have 
scaled back purchases of 
long-lasting goods that sig¬ 
nal investment plans. 
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any of the demands they laid 
out earlier in the week on 
whether taxes should go up for 
the wealthy. 

Following the initial mee¬ 
ting, Boehner said that the 
framework was consistent with 
"a fair and balanced ap¬ 
proach." 

"To show our seriousness, 
we’ve put revenue on the table. 
As long as it’s accompanied by 
significant spending cuts," he 
said. 

Obama opened the discus¬ 
sions, saying the American 
people "want to see that we are 
focused on them, not on the 
politics here in Washington." 

"Our challenge is to make 
sure that we’re able to coope¬ 
rate together, work together, 
find some common ground, 
make some tough compro¬ 
mises, build some consensus to 
do the people's business." 

The first priority was re¬ 
versing the so-called fiscal 
cliff, which involves a series of 
steep across-the-board budget 
cuts and tax hikes slated to hit 
on January 1 that could suck 
more than $500 billion out of 
the economy. 

The talks also are aimed at 
laying the groundwork for a 
long-term deficit reduction 
plan involving both a revamp 
of the US tax code to bring in 
more revenues, and some ma¬ 
jor changes to contain spend¬ 
ing on Social Security and 
Medicare. 

Also taking part in the talks 
were Senate Democratic leader 


Harry Reid, his Republican 
counterpart Mitch McConnell, 
and Nancy Pelosi, the leader of 
the minority Democrats in the 
House. 

Obama stressed they need 
to make sure the tax hikes do 
not hit middle class Ameri¬ 
cans. 

But he did not repeat his 
call for tax increases on the 
richest two percent of Ameri¬ 
cans — an approach that Re¬ 
publicans have rejected 
repeatedly in the past. 

"We have to make sure that 
taxes don't go up on middle 
class families and that our 
economy remains strong and 
creating jobs, and that's an 
agenda that Democrats and 
Republicans and Independents, 
people all across the country 
share," he said. 

Even if the fiscal cliff is 
avoided, the government still 
will be confronted with a mas¬ 
sive debt load of $16.2 trillion 
and a deficit that has topped $ 1 
trillion a year for four years 
running. 

Debt rating agencies like 
Standard & Poor's and 
Moody's have warned that the 
US faces a possible downgrade 
this year if it does not get the 
deficit under control. 

Both sides have said they 
are willing to shake up the tax 
system to eliminate loopholes 
and deductions, and Obama 
has signaled that he is ready to 
engage Republicans on the 
sensitive issue of "entitlement" 
spending on social programs. 



IRVING, Texas — Hostess Brands says it is going out of 
business, closing plants that make Twinkies, Ding 
Dongs and Wonder Bread and laying off all of its 18,500 
workers. The Irving, Texas, company says a nationwide 
worker strike crippled its ability to make and deliver its 
products at several locations. Hostess had warned em¬ 
ployees that it would file a motion in U.S. Bankruptcy 
Court to unwind its business and sell assets if plant op¬ 
erations didn’t return to normal levels by Thursday 
evening. 


Bye-bye $105 billion 



The US$105 billion of British taxpayer money used to 
bail out the Royal Bank of Scotland and Lloyds at the 
peak of the banking crisis may never be recouped, a par¬ 
liamentary committee report warns. The state owns 
more than 80 per cent of RBS and 40 per cent of Lloyds 
after injecting 65.8 billion pounds ($105 billion) of capital 
into the two in 2008 to help the institutions survive. It 
plans to return the money by selling the banks back to 
the private sector.However British parliamentarians are 
doubtful about the prospect of a return on the invest¬ 
ment and call for a conservative approach to withdraw¬ 
ing public shares in the banks, saying otherwise the 
taxpayers’ money will be lost 
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Cas Animal Cont’d 
Angels save dogs on Aruba, 

part II 



Stephen Gallant sees Lacy 

Today we continue the story 
of Cas Animal Foundation, a 
very appropriate seasonal tale 
of the salvation of three 
Aruban street dogs, whisked 
off by some angelic island 
visitors to live happy lives in 
the U.S. 


and Edgar to Miami 

spent the entire night in the 
car with the dog, to calm him 
and let him get acquainted, as 
they could not take him into 
their resort. 

Beverly Haas of Chicago, 
who stays at Playa Linda Re¬ 
sort, also wished to return to 



Gabby with Deb Malo in her new home 


Cas Animal is a founda¬ 
tion dedicated to rescuing 
Aruba’s abandoned and 
abused dogs and cats. Yester¬ 
day, we began the story of 
how its founder, Kirsten 
Arndt, was instrumental in 
helping vacationers from 
Boston and Chicago return 
with Gabby, Edgar and Lady, 
three dogs they had be¬ 
friended while on Aruba. 

Susan Swanson and her 
family members, Aaron and 
Kathy, had returned home to 
Boston with Gabby, but 
would have to wait for an¬ 
other dog they had decided to 
adopt, Edgar, as he needed 
treatment at the Contreras 
Veterinary Clinic to pass 
muster for admittance to the 
U.S. When they found Edgar 
on the street after dinner near 
their end of their stay, they 
felt it was too late at night to 
call Kiki to take him to the 
vet, so Aaron and Kathy 


the U.S. with Lady, a sweet 
dog she and two friends had 
adopted during their stay. 
Lady also needed treatment 
at the vet’s clinic; she and 
Edgar were ready to travel on 
the same day, but this was 
after Susan, Kathy and Aaron 
had returned to Boston and 
Beverly was home. Fortu¬ 
nately, good Samaritan 
Stephen Gallant, a regular 
guest at Playa Linda resort, 
was happy to help out. 
Kirsten transported Edgar 
and Lady to the airport, and 
Stephen accompanied the 
two dogs on American Air¬ 
lines to Miami, where Aaron 
met them after flying down 
from Boston. This compli¬ 
cated procedure is necessary 
as it appears dogs must travel 
with an owner to be taken on 
commercial flights, and Jet 
Blue does not accept dogs in 
cargo, so the Miami flight on 
American Airlines is the only 


way to get them to the U.S. 
Aaron, who truly deserves 
the title of “angel,” then ac¬ 
companied Lady to Chicago, 
and the loving arms of Bev¬ 
erly, before heading home to 
Boston with Edgar. There, 
Susan’s sister Deb, who had 
lost her long-time compan¬ 
ions to old age, gratefully 
adopted Edgar along with 
Gabby, to provide them with 
a loving home. 

“Gabby & Edgar have set¬ 
tled into their new life beau¬ 
tifully,” reports Susan, who 
personally laid out all the 
transport costs for the dogs. 
“They are both very friendly 
and not afraid of anyone. We 
have a really big family and 
they have met a lot of them 
already; both wag their tails 
and kiss all of us. Gabby was 
friendly from day one in 
Aruba, but Edgar was timid 
and shy. We are all shocked 
and happy at how friendly 
and loving Edgar has become 
in just a little over a week.” 
The two dogs join Ruby and 
Maggie, two island dogs 
Susan had rescued on a pre¬ 
vious visit. This is the season 
for angels to be active, and 
for these island dogs, there is 
now doubt they were in flight 
on their behalf. 

The mission and vision of 
Cas Animal is to build 
Aruba’s first no-kill sanctu¬ 
ary for dogs. Kiki now cares 
for nearly 70 in her home, 
which she has converted into 
a temporary shelter, but is al¬ 
ways eager to see them 
adopted and will assist visi¬ 
tors any way she can in this 
undertaking. Her costs for 
feeding all the dogs she res¬ 
cues and maintains are astro¬ 
nomical, as well as her 
veterinary bills. She is close 
to breaking ground a proper 
shelter in Kibaima. 

If anyone wishes to help, 
they can support the founda¬ 
tion with donations in the 
form of payment to the Cas 
Animal Foundation account 
at the Contreras Veterinary 
Clinic in Shaba or to Animal 
Care Clinic in Paradera, 
phone number 582-8382. Do¬ 
nations can be made directly 
to the foundation’s account: 
Cas Animal Foundation, 
CMB Bank account # 
25762110. If you are not an 
island resident and wish to 
adopt a dog, or see one in dis¬ 
tress, call Kiki at 742-8732 
and she will help you as she 
helped the Swansons and 
Beverly. 

By Rosalie Klein 
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authentic Indian Restaurant 
on the Island 


Open Mon - Sat 
Lunch : 12:00 - 3:00pm 
Dinner: 6:00 - 10:00 pm 


Juanes and Jesse y Joy 
wi big at Latin Grammys 



Juanes and Juan Luis 
Guerra accept the Record 
of the Year award during 
the 13th Annual Latin 
Grammy show on Novem¬ 
ber 15, 2012 in Las Vegas, 
Nevada. Colombian rock 
superstar Juanes won the 
Album of the Year trophy 
for “Juanes MTV Un¬ 
plugged” and the Mexico 
City sibling pop duo Jesse 
y Joy won both Record of 
the Year and Song of the 
Year for their melancholy, 
down-tempo lover’s lament 
“jCorre!” (Run!). To ab¬ 
solutely no one’s surprise, 
two of the Latin Academy’s 
favorite sons, Juanes and 
Juan Luis Guerra, were 
among the top honorees. 
Hours prior to the start of 
the telecast, Guerra, the 
Dominican singer-song- 


“Juanes MTV Un- 
plugged.”AFP PHOTO 



Combat Dengue 


Keep around 
your house 
and yard clean 
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Cool Casino...where those 
in the know go to play! 


The great perks of gaming at 
Cool Casino in the Palm 
Beach has created a dedicated 
clientele; ask them what they 
like about the cozy casino, 
and they don’t know where to 
start! The free slot tourna¬ 
ments every Sunday? 
Major pay-offs in their 
weekly Blackjack tour¬ 
naments every Tues¬ 
day and Friday? 
Ladies’ night every 
Wednesday with enter¬ 
tainment from great 
local bands? Or perhaps 
just the terrific benefits of 
being “One Cool Member” 
which earns players bonus 
points towards additional ac¬ 
tivities, free dinners, day 
passes at the Riu Resort, 
credit for play, or best of all: 
hard, cool cash! The casino 
opens daily at 10:00 AM and 
on Saturdays and Sundays, all 
are greeted with an early 


morning “Kaffie Klatch” and 
triple points when using their 
membership cards. 

Cool Casino is a great 
place to learn to understand 


such 

table games as Craps and 
Roulette, as they offer free in¬ 
structions and minimums for 
beginners with which anyone 
can have fun and feel very 
comfortable. High-stakes ta¬ 
bles and a major weekly 


blackjack tournament will 
keep veteran high-rollers 
happy, as well as periodic spe¬ 
cial events that attract an in¬ 
ternational crowd; stop by and 
check their schedule. 

Add to all this free drinks 
while testing the slots or 
trying your hand at the 
tables, and the oppor¬ 
tunity to enjoy exclu¬ 
sive pay-per-view 
major sporting events 
at one of their dozens 
of plasma screens, and 
you can understand 
why loyal patrons find 
Cool Casino THE fun place 
to play. Slot machines are 
open from 10:00 AM until 
4:00 AM daily, and gaming ta¬ 
bles open at 5:00 PM; ask for 
their schedule of special 
events and bonuses, as there 
are so many choose from, but 
every day offers something to 
get the adrenaline flowing! 


Eat like a local at 
The Queen's 
restaurant at 
Palm Beach Plaza 



Varella, Luisa and the next generation of chef 



Keshi Yena with plaintains and vegetables 


An elegant decor with a 
breezy terrace overlooking 
Palm Beach welcomes guests 
to Varella Innocencia’s very 
popular restaurant showcasing 
authentic local cuisine: 

The Queen’s. 

They may have moved 
from Oranjestad to hipper new 
digs in Palm Beach Plaza, but 
the food and prices are strictly 
native, which is what first won 
this charming eatery their 
loyal clientele. Varella’s mom, 
Luisa, is still in the kitchen, 
conjuring up the delicious 
dishes that have been in her 
family for generations, ac¬ 
knowledged on the menu with 
items such as “Cami Stoba di 
Mamachi”-“Grandma’s Beef 
Stew,” and their Arawak 
Steak, along with local delica¬ 
cies like Keshi Yena -“Full 
Cheese.” This is a tasty, filling 
stew of chicken, with other in¬ 
gredients that are handy that 
day, all incased in a thick skin 
of melted Gouda. It was very 
satisfying and particularly 
memorable paired with The 
Queen’s garlic bread and very 
special Pica, a mix of chopped 
onions and the famous local 
hot pepper, Madame Janette. 
Not overly spicy, it lends that 
perfect bit of tang to this deli¬ 
ciously picturesque meal. 


One of the distinctions of 
Aruban cuisine is incorporat¬ 
ing unique indigenous ingredi¬ 
ents such as in Wild Cucumber 
Stew and a particular light fish 
chowder accompanied by the 
local specialties pan bati (corn 
meal pancake) and funchi (the 
local version of polenta.) 

.Seafood main courses for 
Catch of the Day Aruban Style 
to shrimp and a mixed 
seafood platter with shrimp, 
fish, squid, scallops and mus¬ 
sels. Meat dishes such as BBQ 
Chicken and Ribs or Grilled 
Tenderloin, each including a 
choice of 2 side dishes; all 
quite yummy and bargain- 
priced to boot! 

The Queen’s is located on 
the second level of Palm 
Beach Plaza, tucked into a 
cozy corner at the front of the 
mall. If you have a mind to try 
the real deal in Aruban food, 
without a doubt, this is the 
way to truly eat like a local. 
They are open from 11:00 AM 
to 11:00 PM, daily, offering in¬ 
door and outdoor dining. 
Aside from an extensive menu 
they also have daily specials 
made from whatever is in sea¬ 
son and Mama Luisa is in the 
mood to prepare, so don’t for¬ 
get to ask about what isn’t on 
the menu! 
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SPORTS 


Posey, Cabrera earn MVP 

honors 





Posey 

LOS ANGELES (AFP) - San they 
Francisco catcher Buster 
Posey, who came back from 
devastating injury to help the 
Giants win the World Series, 
was named baseball's Na¬ 
tional League Most Valuable 
Player on Thursday. 

The American League 
MVP award went to Detroit 
slugger Miguel Cabrera, the 
first player in 45 years to win 
Major League Baseball's 
Triple Crown of hitting. 

Cabrera, 29, was listed 
first on 22 of 28 ballots in 
voting by members of the 
Baseball Writers' Association 
of America. 

He led the American 
League in batting average 
(.330), home runs (44) and 
runs batted in (139) to be¬ 
come the first Triple Crown 
winner since Boston Red Sox 
left fielder Carl Yastrzemski 
in 1967. 

Venezuela's Cabrera also 
topped the league in slugging 
percentage (.606) and on- 
base-plus-slugging (.999) for 
a Tigers club that won the 
American League Central di¬ 
vision and eventually reached 
the World Series — where 


were swept in four 
games by Posey's Giants. 

"I'm very excited. I don't 
have any words to explain 
like how excited I am right 
now," Cabrera said. "I never 
expected I’d end up winning 
because of Mike Trout, be- 


Posey, 25, was listed 
first on 27 ballots, sec¬ 
ond on four and third 
on one of the 32. 

He was the National 
League batting cham¬ 
pion with a .336 aver¬ 
age, joining two-time 
winner Ernie Lombardi 
as the only catchers in 
the league's history to 
win batting titles. 

osey's season was all 
the more impressive 
after he missed most of 
the 2011 season due to 
a broken bone and tom 
ligaments in his left 
ankle as the result of a 
collision at the plate 
May 25 of that year. He 
drove in 103 runs, hit 24 
home runs and caught Matt 
Cain's perfect game June 13. 

Milwaukee Brewers left 
fielder Ryan Braun, the 2011 
National League MVP re¬ 
ceived three first-placed 
votes and was mnner-up for 
the award after a season that 


cause he had an unbelievable 
season." 
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Cabrera 

saw him hit .319 with 41 
home mns. 

In the American League, 
Los Angeles Angels center 
fielder Mike Trout, the AL 
leader in mns with 129 and 
stolen bases with 49, re¬ 
ceived the other six first- 
place votes. He was second 
on 21 ballots and was mnner- 
up in the voting. 

Trout, who batted .326 
with 30 home mns, is the first 
rookie to finish second in 
MVP balloting, although the 
award has been won by two 
first-year players — Red Sox 
center fielder Fred Lynn in 
1975 and Seattle Mariners 
right fielder Ichiro Suzuki of 
Japan in 2001. 



73 Fully furnished apts. Kitchen / Airco / Cable TV 
Free Internet / Library / Swimming Pool / Laundry / Fitness Room 

Less than 1 mile from Eagle Beach! Feel free to contact or visit us. 
Mon - Fri: 8am-7pm. Sat&Sun: 9am-5pm 


Tel: (297) 582-0697 / 583-7484 Fax: 583-5203 


E-mail: quality@setarnet.aw - Website: www.arubaqualityapartments.com 


Qatar Airways lands 
on Barca shirts 



MADRID (AFP) - Barcelona 
announced on Friday that 
they will put Qatar Airways 
on their shirts, displaying a 
purely corporate advertise¬ 
ment for the first time under 
a 170-million-euro ($210- 
million) deal approved last 
year. 

Qatar Airways will feature 
on the Barca shirts for the 
2013-2014 season, the Cata¬ 
lan club said. 

The airline will replace the 
Qatar Foundation, which cur¬ 
rently features on the front of 
the Barcelona jersey with the 
United Nation's children's 
fund UNICEF displayed on 
the back. 

Barcelona signed the five- 
and-a-half year shirt sponsor¬ 
ship, touted as the richest in 
football history, in December 
2010 and it was approved by 
club members in September 
last year. 


The decision to 
allow commercial 
advertising on the 
shirt provoked 
heated debate 
among fans, with 
Barcelona's leg¬ 
endary former Dutch 
coach Johan Cruyff 
saying in 2010 that it 
was "sullying the 
jersey". 

Though the deal 
signed with Qatar 
Sports Investments initially 
placed the Qatar Foundation 
on the club's shirts, it in¬ 
cluded a clause allowing a 
switch in sponsor after the 
first two seasons. 

Qatar Airways chief exec¬ 
utive Akbar A1 Baker said he 
would work with Barcelona 
to benefit both the club's fans 
and its passengers. 

The Qatar Foundation, 
which sets up Middle East 
education, science and com¬ 
munity development proj¬ 
ects, now becomes 
Barcelona's "human develop 
partner", the club said. 

Qatar will host the 2022 
World Cup. 

Barcelona, whose players 
include Argentina star Lionel 
Messi, currently lead the 
Spanish league and are eight 
points ahead of rivals Real 
Madrid, who are the defend¬ 
ing champions. 


Olympic champ Muffat sets 
800 m freestyle record 



ANGERS, France(AFP) - 
France's Olympic gold 
medallist Camille Muffat set 
a new world record in the 
short course women's 800m 
freestyle event at the French 
championships on Friday. 

Muffat timed 8min 
01.06sec, smashing the previ¬ 
ous mark of 8:04.53 set by 


Italian Alessia Filippi in Ri¬ 
jeka, Croatia, in December 
2008, a time before the ban 
on high-tech polyurethane 
swimsuits. 

"My best time over the 
distance was 8:23," Muffat 
said. "Fabrice (Pellerin, her 
coach) threw down the gaunt¬ 
let and told me I could do 
8.04.1 couldn't duck that!" 

At the London Games this 
summer, the 23-year-old 
Muffat claimed gold in the 
400m individual freestyle 
with a new Olympic record, 
as well as silver in the 200m 
freestyle and a bronze as part 
of the 4x200m freestyle 
team. 
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Vettei dominates free Bills shut down Tannehill to 


practice in 

AUSTIN, TEXAS(AFP) - 
Defending world champion 
Sebastian Vettei shrugged off 
technical problems as he 
dominated Friday's opening 
day of practice ahead of this 
weekend's United States 
Grand Prix for his Red Bull 
team as he bids to clinch a 
third successive title. 

Vettei, who was fastest in 
the morning free practice ses¬ 
sion ahead of Fewis Hamil¬ 
ton of McFaren, was quickest 
again in the afternoon ahead 
of his Red Bull team-mate 
Mark Webber as the cham¬ 
pion team stamped their au¬ 
thority on the action. 

The 25-year-old German 
clocked a best lap of one 
minute and 37.718 seconds to 
top the times in the second 
session to outpace Webber by 
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seven-tenths of a second de¬ 
spite missing much of the af¬ 
ternoon running due to a 
water leak. 

"It reduced the running 
time, but it was not too much 
of a worry," he said. 

Although Vettei was 
fastest in both sessions, he 
said he believed the opening 
day's action could end up 
being entirely irrelevant by 
time Sunday arrives. 

"On Friday, you need to be 
careful and the fact it is so 
slippery can make a big dif¬ 
ference," he said. 

"I think there were one or 
two surprises today - and we 
will see what happens tomor¬ 
row. The track will constantly 
improve. It is important that 
we are among the guys at the 
top, and we'll try and improve 
the car and go from there." 

Vettel's only remaining 
title rival, two-time former 
champion Fernando Alonso 
of Ferrari, was third fastest 
ahead of Hamilton and his 
McFaren team-mate and fel- 
low-Briton Jenson Button. 


Sail around the 
world on your 

PARIS (AFP) - Hundreds of 
thousands of internet gamers 
are currently up at all hours 
as they take part in a virtual 
version of the ultimate en¬ 
durance sailing experience, 
the round-the-world single- 
handed yacht race the 
Vendee Globe. The non-stop 
race runs from November to 
February and over 300,000 
have signed up for the sec¬ 
ond version of the virtual 
version of the four-yearly 
event at www.virtualre- 
gatta.com. The gamers were 
able to measure themselves 
against their heroes using 
options like constant 
weather reports and sail 
changes either for free or for 
a small fee with added op¬ 
tions such as a GPS. 


beat Dolphins 



FOS ANGEFES (AFP) - 
Feodis McKelvin had a 79- 
yard punt return and Rian 
Findell booted four field 
goals as the Buffalo Bills de¬ 
feated Miami 19-14 Thurs¬ 
day to kick off week 11 of the 
National Football Feague 
season. 

Quarterback Ryan Fitz¬ 
patrick had 168 passing yards 
and C.J. Spiller compiled 91 
rushing yards on 22 carries 
for Buffalo, who snapped a 
three-game losing streak. 

The Bills also posted their 
first win against an AFC East 
division opponent in four at¬ 
tempts this season. 

Miami rookie quarterback 
Ryan Tannehill threw a 
fourth-quarter touchdown 
pass to Davone Bess at Ralph 
Wilson Stadium. But Tan¬ 
nehill was intercepted twice 
in the game's final two min¬ 
utes, sealing the Dolphins' 
third consecutive loss. 

He came into the game 


needing 232 
passing yards to 
surpass Dan 
Marino for the 
most by a rookie 
in Miami his¬ 
tory. 

The Dolphins 
have been very 
good defen¬ 
sively for most 
of the year but 
they have 
slowed in recent 
weeks thanks to 
struggles in their 
defensive game. 

The win 
moves Buffalo 
into a tie with 
Miami for sec¬ 
ond place in the 
AFC East with a 
4-2 record. 

The Pitts¬ 
burgh Steelers 
also hope to win 
this weekend to 
gain a share of 
first in the AFC North. 

But Steelers quarterback 
Ben Roethlisberger went 
down with a shoulder and rib 
injury in week 10, depriving 
one of the NFF's most heated 
rivalries of a little of its 
grandeur. 

The Steelers have decided 
to go with Byron Feftwich at 
quarterback in the divisional 
matchup against the first 
place Baltimore Ravens on 
one of several key NFF 
matchups on Sunday. 

Pittsburgh are 0-4 against 
the Ravens without two-time 
Super Bowl winner Roethlis¬ 
berger. 

The Steelers enter Sunday 
night's contest trailing Balti¬ 
more by one game for first 
place as Feftwich will make 
his first NFF start since Sep¬ 
tember 2009 with Tampa Bay. 

The Ravens are coming 
off a 55-20 rout last Sunday 
of the Oakland Raiders. 


Torrey Smith caught two 
touchdown passes for a total 
of 67 yards and Dennis Pitta 
added five catches for 67 
yards and a score for the 
Ravens, who established a 
new franchise record for 
most points in one game. 

Indianapolis rookie quar¬ 
terback Andrew Fuck will 
face veteran quarterback Tom 
Brady for the first time when 
the Colts battle the New Eng¬ 
land Patriots on Sunday. 

Fuck has guided the Colts 
to four consecutive wins and 
has won six of his first nine 
career starts, passing for 2,631 
yards and 10 touchdowns 
while running for 159 yards. 

Fast Sunday against Jack¬ 
sonville, Fuck rushed for two 
touchdowns in Indianapolis' 
27-10 win. Fuck was the top 
pick in the 2012 NFF draft. 

The Philadelphia Eagles 
will be without their top quar¬ 
terback Michael Vick when 
they face the Washington 
Redskins Sunday. 

Vick suffered a concus¬ 
sion in last week's loss to the 
Dallas Cowboys. 

Nick Foies is expected to 
make his first NFF start Sun¬ 
day against the NFC East- 
rival Redskins at FedEx Field. 

Foies has hit work cut out 
for him as the Eagles will be 
minus four starters because of 
injuries. 

Foies made his debut in a 
38-23 home loss to the Cow¬ 
boys, in which he completed 
22 of his 32 pass attempts for 
219 yards. 

"Preparation is very im¬ 
portant," Eagles coach Andy 
Reid said. "Going against a 
good football team in the 
Redskins, another NFC East 
rival, a loud place. 

"It's important that he has 
a silent countdown and un¬ 
derstands that and that he has 
his fundamentals down and 
knows his game plan." 
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TAPAS, FINE WINE, 
PIANO © CIGARS 
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ALHAMBRA MALL 

SATURDAY HAPPY HOUR 

9PM - 12 MIDNIGHT | US$ FOR FLORIN 

ON SELECTED ITEMS 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

6 PM - TILL LATE | TEL 280-9994 

SPECIAL PERFORMANCE BY DJ THEO SANDERS 


Catch some action this 
weekend at Divi’s Int’ Beach 
Tennis tourney! 


Photo depicts the winners of the Dutch Beach Tennis 
tour, Margot van Doom and Fleur van Haasteren, made a 
spectacular dive yesterday at Eagle Beach. The two are 
having a tough time playing against the super strong 
Brazilian ladies in the Divi Resorts Aruba International 
Beach Tennis Event, which is taking place this weekend 
at Eagle Beach. For Margot and Fleur the week is terrific 
already: they are playing their favorite game on a beach 
in the sunshine. Nothing can beat that! Spectators are 
welcome to join the Beach party which will be taking 
place through Sunday. Matches are scheduled to start 
from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. There will be live music, stands sell¬ 
ing beers and food. 


Mcllroy blames fatigue, putting 


HONG KONG (AFP) - 
World number one Rory 
Mcllroy said he needed to 
rest and do some work on his 
putting after he crashed out 
of the $2 million UBS Hong 
Kong Open on Friday, failing 
to make the cut. 

The 23-year-old from 
Northern Ireland shot a disas¬ 
trous two-over-par 72 in the 
second round that included a 
double-bogey on his final 
hole, ending his title defence 
in embarrassing failure. 

Mcllroy, whose third- 
placed finish in Singapore 
last week saw him top the 
money lists on both sides of 
the Atlantic, also made four 
bogeys to go five-over for the 
tournament, missing the cut 
by three shots. 

Describing his last-hole 
meltdown, he said: "I hit it a 
few feet by and then really 
knew that the second putt 
was the make-or-break putt. 

"I lost concentration on 
the third, and missed that. So, 
obviously not the week I 



wanted. Fve got a few days to 
work on a few things.” 

The European Tour season 
ends next week with the lu¬ 
crative DP World Tour 
Championship in Dubai. The 
starlet has already sealed the 
Race to Dubai after a hugely 
successful year but he had 
hoped to retain his Hong 
Kong crown. 

He admitted to fatigue 
after his first-round 73 on 


Thursday and said after his 
title defence went up in 
smoke that he was looking 
forward to some time to rest. 

”1 always enjoy coming 
back here, it's just a pity that 
this year had to end like that,” 
said Mcllroy, who audibly 
groaned when his approach 
shot went wayward on the 
fifth hole, to gasps from the 
large watching crowd. 

He bogeyed that hole, and 
two of the next three, before 
his double-bogey at the last. 

He had birdied three of his 
first six holes, suggesting he 
was on the charge. 

”The wind was tricky. It 
definitely made play a little 
trickier. I didn't putt very well 
in Singapore last week. This 
week was the same, so a bit 
of putting practice is required 
in Dubai,” he said. 

Kiwi Michael Campbell 
was the outright leader at the 
halfway stage after he blasted 
his way to a 64 to go nine- 
under-par 131. 


Ferrer hands Spain 1-0 lead 
in Davis Cup final 


PRAGUE (AFP) - David 
Ferrer put holders Spain 1-0 
ahead in the Davis Cup final 
against hosts Czech Republic 
here on Friday after beating 
Radek Stepanek 6-3, 6-4, 6- 
4. 

Ferrer, the world number 
five and Spain's number one, 
outplayed the 37th-ranked 
Stepanek on the hardcourt of 
Prague's 02 Arena in two 
hours and 58 minutes. 

”1 played very well all the 
match. I'm very happy with 
my game,” the 30-year-old 
Ferrer said just after the rub¬ 
ber. 

”1 was lucky because in 
the important moments I 
played better than Radek,” he 
added after winning the sev¬ 
enth out of ten rubbers 


against Stepanek. 

With five double faults 
and first-serve percentage 
just over 50 percent, 
Stepanek said "the biggest 
difference was in the serve.” 

"I wanted to put him under 
pressure with high percent¬ 
age of the first serve, coming 
to the net, taking the activity, 
changing the rhythm.” 

"But I played lots of 
points from the second serve 
and then his part of the game 
was more efficient than 
mine," added Stepanek, 33. 

Before the rubber, Ferrer 
predicted a close game recall¬ 
ing a five-setter they played 
in the 2009 Davis Cup finals 
when he finally helped Spain 
thrash the Czechs 5-0. 
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